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New  City  Manager 

After  just  one  month  on  the  job,  Tom  Frutchey,  our 
new  City  Manager,  states  "I  am  extremely  impressed 
with  the  intellectual  and  emotional  commitment  to 
the  Town  that  is  demonstrated  every  day  by  the  staff 
and  all  residents  with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact." 
He  hopes  to  be  able  to  match  that  commitment  in  his 
role  as  the  new  Manager  of  our  City. 

Tom  comes  to  us  from  the  nearby  city  of  Mountain 
View,  where  he  held  a  series  of  management  positions 
of  increasing  responsibility.  His  range  of  experiences 
includes: 

-  Budget  Development  and  Administration 

-  Management  of  Operations  and  Utilities  (staff  of 
112,  operating  budget  of  $15.3  million,  with 
$8.2  million  in  active  capital  improvement  pro- 
jects) 

-  Management  of  Administrative  and  Internal 
Services 

-  Liaison  with  City  Council  and  the  Community 
on  the  Quality  of  City  Services 

-  Acting  City  Manager,  in  the  City  Manager's 
absence 

Tom  has  an  educational  background  which 
includes  a  degree  from  Dartmouth  College  in  the  field 
of  Government,  as  well  as  a  Masters  degree  in  Public 
Policy,  from  U.  C.  Berkeley.  He  believes  his  academic 
background  combined  with  his  city  management 
experience  will  enable  him  to  be  an  effective  City 
Manager. 

Recognizing  that  Los  Altos  Hills  has  a  community 
image  of  excellence  and  quality,  Tom  agrees  that  there 
are  many  complex  issues  which  need  to  be  resolved. 
He  is  eager  to  fulfill  his  role  of  researching  these 
issues,  as  well  as  implementing  the  solutions  as  they 
are  decided  upon  by  the  City  Council 

One  of  Tom's  main  priorities  over  the  next  year 
will  be  to  improve  the  site  development  and  construc- 


tion review  process.  He  wants  to  make  it  a  service 
which  provides  resources  and  guidance  through  the 
development  process. 

In  addition  to  improving  the  quality  of  service  at 
Town  Hall,  and  working  with  multi-jurisdictional 
agencies,  Tom  will  manage  the  Town's  operations, 
which  comprise  an  annual  Budget  of  $2.5  million, 
including  $660,000  in  Capital  Improvement  Projects. 
His  primary  responsibilities  are: 

-  Administration  (staff  of    ) 

-  Finance 

-  Public  Works  (Engineering,  Maintenance, 
Building  Inspection) 

-  Planning 
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-  Police  Protection  (contracted  with  the  County 
Sheriff) 

-  Fire  Protection  (contracted) 

Tom  and  his  wife,  Suzanne  Drace,  have  a  two-year- 
old  daughter,  Lauren.  Suzanne  works  for  Marriott, 
providing  food  service  management  for  hospitals  and 
nursing  homes  throughout  California.  Tom  spends  his 
free  time  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  as  well  as  work- 
ing to  expand  his  home  in  Mountain  View. 


Los  Altos  Hills- 
Community  Survey 
Findings 

The  Community  Survey  was  recently  conducted, 
which  polled  a  representative  sample  of  our  Town  resi- 
dents on  key  values  and  concerns.  The  Town  of  Los 
Altos  Hills  will  be  using  the  survey  findings  to  guide 
policy  making. 

You  may  obtain  a  FREE  copy  of  the  survey  findings 
by  contacting  Town  Hall  at  941-7222. 

Highlights  from  the  summary  of  the  survey  find- 
ings are  included  below: 

-  Rural  Atmosphere:  an  overwhelming  majority 
^7%)  said  that  Los  Altos  Hills  has  a  rural  atmo- 
sphere today,  and  65%  felt  it  is  important  that  it 
have  a  rural  atmosphere  in  the  future. 

-  Important  Characteristics  Worth  Preserving:  the 
most  frequent  responses  included: 

1)  one-acre  minimum  lot  size 

2)  open  space 

3)  residential-only  zoning  (no  commercial  or 
industrial  land  uses) 

4)  trails /pathways 

-  Roads:  there  was  general  consensus  on  mainte- 
nance of  the  60  foot  road  right-of-way  (65%),  and 
not  widening  the  paved  part  of  roads  (55%). 

-  Police  Service:  there  was  satisfaction  with  the  cur- 
rent level  of  police  service  (59%).  Of  those  who 
were  not  satisfied,  most  wanted  increased  frequen- 
cy of  patrols. 

-  Acquisition  of  Open  Space:  a  majority  (57%)  favor 
Town  acquisition  of  open  space,  preferably 
through  grants  and  gifts. 

-  Lot  Coverage:  there  was  agreement  on  retaining 


the  presently  allowed  amount  of  lot  coverage  for 
buildings,  patios,  tennis  courts,  pools,  driveways, 
etc. 

Approximately  47%  wanted  the  amount  of  lot  cov- 
erage to  stay  the  same,  31%  prefered  increased  lot 
coverage,  and  15%^  wanted  decreased  coverage. 

Architectural  Review:  almost  equal  numbers  of 
respondents  favor  or  oppose  Architectural  Review. 

Pathways:  approximately  70%  of  residents  use 
roadside  paths,  and  57%  use  the  off-road  trails. 

Bicycle  Lanes:  64%  of  respondents  favored  paved 
bicycle  lanes  on  the  main  roads. 

Building  Size:  the  majority  (54%)  favor  keeping 
the  allowable  size  of  buildings  the  same;  however 
there  is  an  even  split  between  those  who  want  the 
allowable  size  changed:  20%  want  a  smaller  allow- 
able size,  and  20%  want  the  the  allowable  size 
increased. 


Conservation  Of  Water 

A  resolution  was  passed  in  May  by  the  City  Council 
declaring  the  need  for  conservation  of  water.  It  was 
resolved  that  the  current  conditions  of  drought  require 
that  water  be  conserved.  All  uses  of  water  are  request- 
ed to  be  reduced  by  at  least  25%  of  1987  usage.  All  citi- 
zens are  urged  to  voluntarily  undertake  program  of 
water  conservation. 

Information  on  recommended  methods  of  reducing 
water  usage  may  be  obtained  at  Town  Hall. 


Los  Altos  Hills  FREE 
Clean-Up  Days 

There  will  be  two  FREE  clean-up  days  for  Town  resi- 
dents sponsored  by  the  Los  Altos  Garbage  Company. 
Debris  must  be  boxed,  bagged,  or  bundled  and  easy  to 
handle.  Cuttings  that  are  bundled  no  larger  than  3'  x  4' 
will  be  accepted  at  the  pick-up  stations. 

Dates:  September  9,1989  and  December  9,1989 
Time:  7:30  AM  to  2:00  PM 
Places:  Town  Hall  Parking  Lot 

Magdalena/280  Intersection 

Foothill  College,  Parking  Lot  "A" 

Altamont  Rd/ Black  Mtn.  Intersection 

(Westwind  Barn) 
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Page  Mill  Rd  /Arastradcro  (West)  Intersection 
Mora/Eastbrook  Intersection 

Please  come  early  as  the  trucks  will  leave  promptly 
at  2:00  PM. 


Summer  Fire  Safety 

Last  winter's  minimal  rainfall  left  native  brush  and 
wild  grass  tinder  dry.  The  disastrous  fires  in  the  Palo 
Alto/ Los  Altos  Hills  area  in  1985  and  the  Pebble  Beach 
Fire  of  1987  offer  a  very  vivid  example  of  the  destruc- 
tive power  of  a  wildlanti  fire. 

The  Los  Altos  Fire  Department  recommends  taking 
the  following  steps  to  minimize  fire  damage  to  proper- 
ty: 

1)  Remove  combustibles  from  around  the  house  and 
property.  This  includes  the  removal  of  dry  grass  and 
weeds,  native  combustible  brush,  piles  of  trash,  and 
dead  or  dying  trees  or  shrubs. 

2)  Keep  roofs  and  gutters  clear  of  pine  needles  and 
leaves. 

3)  Thin  out  and  clean  up  under  trees  that  are  easily 
ignited.  This  would  include  pine  and  eucalyptus  trees, 
however  all  trees  in  a  dry  condition  are  combustible. 

4)  Plant  and  maintain  a  "greenbelt"  around  your  resi- 
dence by  using  fire  resistant  plantings.  Large  stands  of 
junipers  and  other  similar  type  shrubs  are  highly  com- 
bustible. 

5)  Have  garden  hoses  of  sufficient  length  and  size  to 
reach  all  portions  of  your  house  and  immediate  areas 
around  the  house.  Leave  the  hoses  connected  to  the 
faucets  and  leave  a  nozzle  attached  to  each  hose.  Own 
a  sturdy  ladder  of  sufficient  height  to  reach  the  roof. 

6)  If  you  are  planning  on  re-roofing,  use  a  non-com- 
bustible or  fire  retardant  roof  covering.  Wood  roofs  are 
very  susceptible  to  easy  ignition  by  sparks  and  embers 
and  their  use  should  be  avoided. 

If  additional  information  is  desired,  please  contact 
the  Los  Altos  Fire  Department  at  948-2404. 


Protect  Our  Valuable 
Pathway  System 

Our  pathway  system  is  a  unique  recreational  facili- 
ty, and  is  used  by  a  majority  of  Town  residents  for 
walking,  jogging,  and  horseback  riding.  YOUR  help  is 
needed  to  keep  it  functioning  and  in  good  shape.  The 
Town's  summer  crew  is  now  performing  summer 
maintenance.  If  you  know  of  a  particular  area  that 
needs  work,  please  call  Town  Hall  941-7222. 

Although  the  Town  has  the  right  to  prime  back 
shrubbery,  tree  limbs,  etc.,  you  may  be  happier  with 
your  own  work.  In  addition,  you  will  save  the  Town 
time,  and  the  residents'  tax  money. 

PATHWAY  DO'S:  Keep  pathways  clear  of  sprinkler 
heads,  shrubbery,  tree  branches,  debris,  and  parked 


PATHWAY  DON'TS:  Don't  park  large  construction 
rigs,  trucks  and  vans  on  the  pathways  -  it  damages 
their  construction  and  blocks  the  pathways. 


Facts  About  LYME  Disease 

It's  summer,  and  also  tick  season.  If  you  spend  any 
time  hiking,  horseback  riding,  working  or  playing  in 
grassy,  wooded  areas,  you  may  be  at  risk  for  Lyme 
Disease.  Lyme  Disease  is  spread  by  tick  bites,  and  is 
also  called  "The  Great  Imitator"  since  its  symptoms  are 
similar  to  other  diseases.  Symptoms  of  Lyme  Disease 
are  outlined  below: 

Stage  #1,  three  to  30  days:  A  red  rash,  starting  as  a 
small  red,  raised  spot  that  expands  to  three  inches  in 
diameter,  and  flu-like  symptoms.  These  usually  dis- 
appear after  a  few  weeks. 

Stage  #2,  four  weeks  to  two  years:  Heart  rhythm 
disturbances,  and  neurological  symptoms  which 
may  include  paralysis,  palsy,  encephalitis,  or  menin- 
gitis. 

Stage  #3,  two  years  or  later:  Arthritis  is  the  main 
manifestation  of  the  disease  at  this  stage. 

Preventive  measures:  Wear  light  colored  clothing 
(to  see  the  ticks  better),  high  socks  or  pants  tucked  into 
boots.  Ticks  may  transmit  Lyme  Disease  after  only  15 
minutes  of  feeding,  so  it's  important  to  spot  and 
remove  them  as  quickly  as  possible. 

If  vou  get  bitten  by  a  tick,  watch  the  bite  site  tor  at 
least  two  weeks.  If  a  rash  forms  or  if  you  develop  flu 
svmptctms,  see  a  doctor  promptly. 
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Treatment  consists  of  antibiotics,  which  are  helpful 
at  all  stages  of  the  disease,  but  are  most  effective  in  the 
early  stages.  Consult  your  physician  if  you  have  any 
questions  about  the  diagnosis  or  treatment  of  Lyme 
Disease. 


Award- Winning  City 
Government 

The  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills  has  been  awarded  a 
Certificate  of  Achievement  for  Excellence  in  Financial 
Reporting  by  the  Government  Finance  Officers 
Association  (GFOA).  The  award,  which  was  received 
by  the  Town  for  it's  comprehensive  annual  financial 
report,  is  the  highest  form  of  recognition  in  the  area  of 
governmental  accounting  and  financial  reporting.  The 
attainment  of  the  award  represents  "a  significant 
accomplishment"  commented  City  Manager  Tom 
Frutchey.  Tom  complimented  the  Town's  Finance 
Department  staff,  and  also  noted  that  with  the  recent 
Pedestrian  Safety  Citation  from  the  American 
Automobile  Association,  "we  are  truly  an  award-win- 
ning City!" 


Cable  Television  To  Begin 
Underground  Construction 

Having  been  notified  by  the  Town  of  impending 
public  works  projects.  Sun  Country  Cable  is  pushing  to 
begin  installing  underground  conduit  in  those  areas  of 
potential  conflict.  The  City  Engineer  and  Public  Works 
Director  have  met  with  the  company  and  their  contrac- 
tor to  begin  discussions  of  proposed  locations  of  con- 
struction. 

It  appears  that  much  of  this  initial  construction  will 
be  taking  place  in  the  streets.  The  contractors  are 
required  by  contract  to  provide  24-hour  notice  to  resi- 
dents in  the  area  of  work.  Once  Town  Staff  have  a 
schedule  of  work,  they  too  will  notify  the  residents  of 
the  proposed  time  frame. 

Residents  should  be  forewarned  that  this  type  of 
construction  is  likely  to  cause  some  blockage  on  the 
narrow  roads  of  the  Town.  Also,  the  work  tends  to  be 
very  dusty.  The  Staff  will  do  all  they  can  to  minimize 
the  impact  of  this  construction  on  the  residents. 

If  residents  have  any  specific  questions  or  com- 
plaints regarding  the  construction  process,  they  should 
direct  their  calls  to  Sun  Country  Cable  (phone  463-9656 
or  463-9657)  and  ask  for  Nita  Mclntyre.  She  is  specifi 


cally  designated  as  their  construction  liaison  for  Los 
Altos  Hills. 


Pavement  Management 
Program  In  Its  Third  Year 

The  Town  is  in  its  third  year  of  an  ongoing  pave- 
ment management  program.  Approximately  40  streets 
are  to  be  treated  during  this  program  year.  The  treat- 
ments will  range  from  asphalt  overlay  on  about  10 
streets,  to  chip  seal  and  slurry  seal  on  the  remaining  30 
streets.  The  work  is  atnicipated  to  begin  in  August  or 
September  this  year. 

The  intent  of  the  program  is  to  extend  the  life  of  the 
road  system  by  providing  regular  maintenance.  The 
Town  uses  the  various  treatments  as  a  means  of  extend- 
ing the  street  fund  dollars.  Not  all  streets  necessarily 
require  a  complete  overhaul  or  repaving.  Some  simply 
need  some  additional  structural  assistance;  others  only 
need  the  oils  in  the  asphalt  revitalized. 

The  Town  has  also  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  City  of  Palo  Alto  to  completely  rebuild  Manuella 
Road  where  the  two  cities  each  own  half  of  the  road. 
Palo  Alto  is  providing  the  engineering,  design,  and 
inspection.  The  Town  is  paying  its  proportional  share 
of  the  cost  of  the  work.  The  work  has  been  let  for  bid, 
and  the  construction  is  to  take  place  this  summer. 


County  Emergency  Drill 

The  Town  Staff  held  a  "table-top"  emergency  drill 
on  July  13,  as  participants  in  a  County-wide  emergency 
exercise.  The  exercise  took  place  so  that  the  cities  and 
towns  within  the  county  could  determine  their  ability 
to  respond  to  a  major  earthquake  disaster.  The  exercise 
was  based  on  a  scenario  of  an  earthquake  of  8.3  on  the 
Richter  Scale,  which  would  occur  at  4:00  a.m.  on  a 
weekday  morning. 

The  Town  Staff  feel  that  we  are  generally  ahead  of 
most  other  communities  in  the  county,  due  to  the  exis- 
tence of  the  Neighborhood  Emergency  Network  in  our 
town.  This  emergency  network  is  augmented  by  a  very 
active  HAM  radio  network.  The  main  communications 
center  is  designated  to  be  Town  Hall. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Bullis  School 
and  the  Daughter's  of  Charity/Seton  Provincialate  to 
operate  as  temporary  staging  and  meeting  areas,  in  the 
event  of  a  declared  disaster.  The  local  HAM  networks 
will  lia\'e  setups  at  these  locations,  as  well  as  in  various 
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neighborhoods.  The  main  shelter  in  town,  however,  is 
designated  as  Foothill  College. 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency,  residents  should  con- 
tact the  designated  coordinator  of  their  Neighborhood 
Emergency  Network. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  the  name  of  your 
coordinator,  or  simply  wish  to  volunteer  your  time  and 
energy  to  this  program,  please  contact  Staff  at  Town 
Hall  (phone  941-7222).  A  map  is  available  for  viewing 
to  find  your  lot  and  your  designated  neighborhood. 


Household  Toxics 


Drop-Off  Day 


Stashed  in  our  cupboards  and  garages  are  half-used 
products  that  contain  potentially  harmful  ingredients. 
When  these  products  are  misused  or  thrown  in  the 
trash  they  imperil  us,  our  neighbors  and  the  environ- 
ment. Hazardous  products  include: 


-  household  cleaners 

-  paints 

-  insecticides 


-  polishes 

-  solvents 

-  motor  oil 


Now  your  household  hazardous  wastes  can  be  dis- 
posed of  safely.  Rid  your  home  of  these  hazardous 
materials  by  bringing  them  FREE  to  a  temporary  col- 
lection site  during  October.  Contact  Gary  Leinweber 
(415)966-6378  for  the  exact  date  and  location. 


Oaks:  Noble  And  Drought 
Tolerant 

The  noble  and  drought  tolerant  oak  tree  is  an  exel- 
lent  landscape  candidate.  These  trees  provide  privacy, 
shade,  and  shelter  from  winds  -  and  they  add  to  a 
property's  value.  Oaks  are  native  to  this  area,  and  are 
likely  to  be  a  longer  lasting  part  of  your  landscape  plan 
than  many  other  non-native  trees. 

Consider  planting  oak  trees  on  your  property  -  they 
grow  much  faster  than  you  might  have  thought,  and 
their  grand  presence  can  add  great  beauty  to  your 
property. 

Mature  oaks  have  an  aversion  to  water,  and  don't 
like  to  have  their  root  zones  disturbed.  They  aren't  dif- 
ficult to  live  with  if  you  follow  those  two  guidelines. 

For  more  information  on  obtaining  and  starting 
your  own  Oak  seedlings  for  planting,  contact  "Folks 


for  Oaks".  This  is  a  local  organization  run  by  Chris 
Romero  and  her  husband  Bruce  Puckett  (phone:  967- 

9278). 

For  a  FREE  copy  of  the  pamphlet  "Living  Among 
the  Oaks  -  A  Management  Guide  for  Landowners"  call 
642-2360.  This  pamphlet  is  published  by  the 
University  of  California,  and  may  also  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  163  Mulford  Hall,  Berkeley,  CA  94720. 


Recycling  In  Los  Altos  Hills 

Town  staff  is  working  to  bring  a  proposal  for  recy- 
cling to  the  City  Council.  A  wide  range  of  potential 
options  are  being  considered,  some  of  which  are  out- 
lined below.  Please  contact  Town  Hall  regarding  your 
preferences  about  the  following: 

1)  Collection  Site:  Recyclables  can  be  collected  from  a 
central  drop-off  center,  at  the  roadside,  or  at  your 
garbage  collection  site. 

2)  Collection  Frequency:  Collection  can  take  place  on 
one  specific  day  per  week,  or  every  other  week.  It  can 
also  take  place  on  the  same  day  as  regular  garbage  col- 
lection, or  on  a  different  day. 

3)  Collection  Containers:  A  variety  of  containers  are 
available,  including  burlap  sacks,  and  plastic  contain- 
ers. The  need  for  separation  of  glass/metal/plastic  is 
also  to  be  decided  upon. 

Recycling  is  essential  if  valuable  resources  are  to  be 
protected  and  conserved.  There  appears  to  be  great 
interest  in  the  Town  for  a  Recycling  Program,  and  the 
staff  is  eager  to  include  your  input  in  the  design  of  a 
program  that  will  exhibit  the  Town's  pride  in  its  envi- 
ronment. 

Please  contact  Town  Hall  regarding  your  prefer- 
ences about  collection  sites,  frequency  and  containers 
(phone  941-7222). 
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